To quote Bishop Fulton Sheen, “our highest happiness consists in the feeling that another’s good is purchased by our sacrifice.” Service to one’s neighbour is a cornerstone of the Catholic faith and a practice that has been embodied by St. Patrick’s parish for many years.  This past year, the parish chose to explicitly emphasize the importance of service by changing its’ mission to be one of Christian Stewardship.  The brief but poignant phrase, “To be faithful servants walking God’s talk” is a reminder to each of us of our role as “the hands and feet of Jesus.”  

The first objective of this project was to create a profile of the parish based on a number of demographic characteristics.  Secondly, this study seeks to gain a more comprehensive understanding of various ways in which parishioners live and express their Catholic faith; from personal prayer to participation in the Sacraments, to involvement in the many ministries thriving at St. Pat’s.  Thirdly, the surveys attempt to generate ideas for new programs, events or activities that will help parishioners of St. Patrick’s on their personal faith journeys.  Finally, the surveys served as a mode of communication offering the parishioners the opportunity to voice their opinions, concerns and suggestions for the betterment of their community.  

In addition to important demographic information which allows us to better get to know our brothers and sisters with whom we worship, the results suggest that parishioners at St. Patrick’s are pleased with the parish. Personal prayer and participation in the Sacraments was ranked very high in terms of importance to individuals’ practice of faith among all age groups.  Respondents to the survey also offered some new ideas for ways in which we can continue to grow in our vision of Stewardship.  A more detailed overview of the project, the findings and the next steps will be presented at the purpose team meetings on June 3, 2009.  
