wWe Are God’s Great,
wonaderful Work Of Art,
Fashioned ln Christ, Fashioned To

Shine With Goodness And Light

Ephesians 2: 10

When he visited America a few years ago, Pope Benedict XV1 delivered a homily in
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York. He made a reference to the stained glass windows
in the cathedral, a reference that can apply to stained glass of any church, our church
for example, that floods the interior with mystic light. He noted that from the outside,
the windows are dark, heavy, even dreary. But once one enters the church, they
suddenly come alive; reflecting the light passing through them they reveal splendour.
This image points to the mystery of the Church herself. It is only from the inside,
from the experience of faith and ecclesial life that we see the Church as she truly is:
flooded with grace, resplendent in beauty, adorned with the manifold gifts of the
Spirit.

As you will see in our stained glass windows and read in the following reflections
Salvation History is a love story of God drawing us to himself. May each person who
comes into St. Patrick’s church and is touched by the beauty rendered in our stained
glass windows, fall more deeply in love with Christ through the beauty of his Bride,
the Church.

I thank Lloyd Lipinski for putting together this booklet of reflections on the stained
glass windows of our church.

Fr. Dominic Barber, Pastor (April 2012)
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Foreword
‘What the eves don't see, the heart won't feel’ Newfpundiand sayi
What often starts as a sted of an idea’ ﬁwou dn’t 1t be nice 1 A gn%}Eﬁlpted to

germinate and nurtured to grow, becomes a true gift and an unexpected blessing,
overflowing in abundance.

There are so many to thank for the seeds of an idea, for their irrepressible promptings,
and for their deep-felt loving care for the faith community of St. Patrick:

The Jubilee Windows Project Committee (1999 — 2003): Fr. Michael Waites,

Don Ferguson, Rosemary Miller and Paul Houlihan, in consultation with the artist
Josef Aigner of Artistic Glass:; and Fr. Michael Machacek whose enthusiasm brought
the Project to its creative finish (2005).

For this Booklet: the encouragement of the Stewardship Council (2010 to 2012) and
Fr. Edward Murphy: the assistance of Abe Tomas and Leo Mascarinas (original
digital images), and of Del Hicke (additional photographs): style and script editing,
Lorraine Williams; the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists) and
Kathy McMerty; plus so many wonderful suggestions from our community of friends
and faithful.

On a very practical level, as my wife Sharon often reminds me, ‘Great works are
performed, not by strength, but by perseverance!” We are indebted to the abundant
generosity of so many to make this Jubilee Project an artistic and spiritual legacy for
future generations.

Lloyd Lipinski (January 2013)

Various resources are used for this booklet:

Little Rock Scripture Series in conjunction with Liturgical Press, Collegeville

Minnesota:  Advent of the Savior (Infancy Narratives), Stephen J Binz (1996)
Parables of the Kingdom, Mary Ann Getty-Sullivan (2007)
Pilgrim People, Clifford Yeary (2010)
The Acts of the Aposties, Dennis Hamm SJ (2005)
The God of Freedom and Life { Exodus), Stephen J Binz (1993)
The Gospel According to Luke, Michael F Patella OSB (2005)
The Gospel According to Matthew, Barbara E Reid OP (2005)
The Passion and Resurrection Narratives, Stephen J Binz (1989)

Dictionary of the Bible, John L McKenzie SJ (Touchstone, 1995)

Diarmuid O'Murchu ‘God was involved in our unfolding from the very start’ from
National Catholic Reporter, January 25, 2011

Marie-Louise Ternier-Gommers, ‘Liturgy and Life*, Prairie Messenger, Dec 25, 2011

St. Patrick's Parish newsletters, Perspective, 2007 to 2009

See also www.ronrolheiser.com, the website for Fr. Ron Rolheiser OMI

All biblical quotes are taken from the New American Bible,

Text, photographs, commentary and layout by Lloyd Lipinski
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The Holy Spirit fulfills the purposes of God throughout Salvation History. Here the
Holy Spirit's presence is visible above the Ascending Jesus in the form of a dove. The
Holy Spirit also presides above the swirling and moving colour of the Creation of the
Cosmos. In one stunning glance above the Altar, we are reminded that God is our
Creator and our Saviour awesomely and mysteriously revealed to us in the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit.

As Christians we believe that we bear the image and likeness of God inside of us and
that this is our deepest reality. We are made in God'’s image. However, we tend to
picture this in a naive, romantic and pious way. We imagine that somewhere inside of
us is a beautiful icon of God stamped into our souls. That may well be, but God, as
Scripture assures us, is more than an icon.

God is fire — wild, infinite, ineffable, non-containable.
(Ron Rolheiser, OMI)



The Scene: Note the centrality of the
Light and of Creator-God. See the Holy
Spirit as a dove, expressing the
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Creation of the Cosmos
(Gen 1:1 - 2:4)

God's Power (the dove, the Holy Spirit)
broods over the dark abyss and the
chaos of the water, symbolized by the
swirling blues, the multi-coloured froth
and spray.

@

God’s creative word is uttered and all
that was chaotic is now put in order:
Light and Darkness, Sky and Depths,

= Earth and Sea.

God’s life-giving creative word is
spoken and the sky is filled with sun,
moon and stars; the seas filled with

il every kind of creature; earth filled with
every kind of plant, of every kind of
animal. And, finally, to be preeminent
among all of these creatures, God
creates woman and man, made in “Our
Image,” to share in the responsibility of
all creation.

Follow the sensuous lines of colour, of
heavenly bodies, in the swirl of their
creation. The very Cosmos speaks of the Wonder and Word of God. Notice too that
Creator-God’s commanding Presence works INSIDE of Creation.

The Creator-God takes on the stature of one who orders into being all that is seen and
unseen, commands the paths in which all created things will move. Our God is like a
concert master directing a grand symphony. Listen! Can you hear the music?

And God saw that it was Good!

The Scene: God's cherubim, the
Archangel Michael, wields the fiery
spinning sword to prevent access to
Eden and the Tree of Life. Adam and
Eve must now cover their nakedness
with animal skins, further symbolizing
how their relationship with all living
things has changed. Even their
experience of living and dying has
radically changed.

The Expulsion from Eden

(Gen 2:5t0 4:2)

In the Second Creation Story, God
creates Man, Adam, out of the clay
(adamah) of the ground and breathes
His life (Ruah) into him. God creates
Woman, Eve, mother of all the living,
out of the same flesh as Adam. God has
placed them as equals in the Garden,
with the responsibility for all of its
creatures. Adam and Eve too must
choose for themselves what is good for
them in obedience to God.

We know the Story: of the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil, of the
wily serpent, of the decision to eat of
the fruit, to experience its deceptive
sweetness. More importantly we see
Adam and Eve realizing the terrible paradox of creation and of destruction...”you are
dust and to dust you shall return.” Even though Adam and Eve have experienced the
death of their innocence, and now must forsake Eden, God has not given up on them.
God will give them Hope through the generations to come.

Death, even here, becomes an integral dimension of the divine will-to-life. Jesus will
radically affirm this commitment to Life by his passion, death and resurrection.

It seems that we need new beginnings, or everything eventually devolves and declines
into unnecessary and sad endings. We are made for so much more!

We are God’s children now; what we shall later be has not yet come to light. We
know that when it comes to light we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

I John 3:2

Pray for the desire to be fully human, made in the Image and Likeness of God!



Noah and the Ark
(Gen 8:1t0 9:17)
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The Scene: Noah is raising a fiery
holocaust to God, in Thanksgiving for
saving him and his family from the
disastrous Flood.

We see the pillar of flame rising from
the altar of sacrifice on which Noah
has chosen from every clean animal
and every clean bird.

Noah’s arms are raised in prayer and
praise.

Two of his sons are prostrate on the
ground, while another has eyes to
heaven, and Noah’s wife has her eyes
cast down.

In the sky, as if enveloping the ark
which is grounded on the mountain, is
the rainbow: the sign of God’s
renewed covenant and promise. God
assures humanity that the course and
stability of nature will not be altered
again so as to destroy all living things.
Above the ark flocks of birds fly into
the distance. Below the ark water
cascades in vast torrents as the flood
recedes. To the left we see several of
the animals leaving the ark to populate
the earth once again.

God has blessed Noah and his Family:
"Be fertile and multiply and fill the
earth." God gives them permission to
eat the flesh of animals, but not the life
blood of the animal. God gives them
power over all living things.

But God recognizes still the dark side of human hearts. [Remember? Adam and Eve
and their disobedience; Cain’s murder of his brother Abel, and the reasons for the
Flood in the first place]. So God prohibits them from killing their fellow humans,

"who are made in my image."

Noah and his Family is saved by heroic faith and righteousness before God. But as we
know: that righteousness and faith is not constant. Over the generations it is
undermined by disobedience, by pride, and by arrogance. It will be Noah's ancestor,

Abram, to whom God will speak next.



